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GREAT Wie? £ DAUCHT.R OF 
CAPTAIN SIuCLAIR, ET AL 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE CATAERING OF CAPTAIN SINCLAIR'S 
DESCENDENTS, AUGUST 21, 1955 AT BAY COTTAGE IN 
GLOUCESTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


Captain John Sinclair wes born March lh, r7ss(ref+ 1) His will was 
written August 16, 1615 vith c Ls ssigad in 1827 and 1816, He died at 
Lands End in Gloucester County an }JZC \©) we was the son of Henry Sinclair 
of Aberdeen, Scotland and hanoton, Yirginial é 


p3yost nothing is kaown of Joim's carly Life and no records are kncwn to 
exist(2), robabiy cf Isle of Wright County, John 
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Although Captain John vas oniy twenty at the beginning of the Revolution he 


was undoubtedly captoint cowl ves f prior to the outbreak of hostilities. 
ES“) and 17695) of ships captained by 
Captein Jehan e.of these was the Anne(5) 


he marriea\3)in (dete unkmom, 
Ly about 177h) i gqratiatikn from the 
1768 reads as follows: L 


probably named for Anne 
erroneously given by Chaz 
Virginia Gazette under date of ? 


"Captain Sinclair sailed from the Jowns the hth of Larch and on the 
7th vlt., in lat. 37, long 62 he fell in vith the brig Nancy, Captain 
Service from Glasgow, for Virginia in great distress, out 7 weeks, 3 
feet water in her hold, and in company with the ship Prospect from 
Cape Fear bound for Bristol, The Captain and crew of the Naney being 
determined to abandon brig, part of the cargo with the mate and 
one of the seamen Gantain Sinclair has brought in here, and the remainder 
of the crey with as much of the cargo as could be got was put on board 
the Prosoect and carried to Bristol," 


(About the save ti e Arthur Sinclair of Surry was Captain of the Industry 
and Alicia and perhaps of other ships but in spite of their proxirity and 
similar interests John and Arthur vere probebly not relatives, According to 
Media Research Boe te rthur was the son of Susanna Phillips and Arthur Sinclair, 
a native of Scotland‘’’,) 


John probably inherited his taste for the sea and perhaps his ship also 
from his father. A descendent contributing a silver tea bell said to have been 
used by the Sinclairs in Scotland and America to the Pocahontas Bell in 1907 
recorded bey forefather as Captae Henry Sinclair, second son of the Earl of 
Caithness‘!?, fs early as 1751 Jend perhaps earlier Captain Sinclair of the 
"Betsy" and the "Virginian" was coming into the James River from Bristol with 
some toperitys in the fall of 1752 he made the trip on the "Betsy" in five 
weeks . 
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The master of these vessels was probably John's father Henry, known to have 
resided in Hampton and probably Smithfield. According to family tradition he 
was the son of the Earl of Caithness and was kidnapped as an infant and brought 
to this country, 


Our records of Captain John begin with his early manhood in Isle of Wight 
County where he lived with ais wife Anne Elizabeth Wilson during the later years 
of the war and until her death which probably cccurred abouw 1783, Anne (often 
referred to as Hlizaveth) was the cister of Sclomon i) il son an@ Honour Wilson 
Pasteur and the dauga’.cr of Gearge and Judith |i] sons 20) « the date of her birth 
is unknown; her father died early, am. hei nother was marriet. a second time in 
1760, this time to Josiah Gurchini+l’, ath’s children by this marrisge, Mary 
and Mathew Cutchin, left 2egeciss to their nivces_} pa Mary and Nancy (Ann) 
Sinclair daughters of their s , Aon Sinclair ei. A note in the wos of 
Mary attested to the deeth of Margeret wno must have died at an early age\~' y. 
Both John Sinclair and John Pasteur (husband of Honour Wilson) are listed as 
securities and executors, 


John Sinclair and John Pasteur, brothers-in-law and sea captains, must 
have worked closely together, Eoth sailed vezularly between the West Indies and 
the Vibginia Coast during the war aml both carrie’ cargo for Van Bidner aad 
Harrison in the early years. The “ollie identified by members of the family 
ag the ship on which Captain Johr ren the British blockade to communicate with 
the French was captained by John Pasteur durin, the greater portion cf the war(13), 
Captain Pasteur was part owner of the "ifollie" in 1777 when she wes sold 
(presumably to Captain Sinclair) but Captain Pasteur continued to command her 
and Edward Lattim Hi (busband of John Sinclair's sister Hargaret) was appointed 
First Lieutentant(14), 


Records of Captain Sinclair's activities during the Revolutim are 
extremely meager and scattered, In order to bring sup lies to the American 
troops and give some protection to the sea coast it was necessary to depend upon 
private ship owners to a great degree, iach State contributed as many privately 
owned vessels as she could muster and supplemented these with government owned 
ships, Virginia with her excellent harbors and well developed shipping interests 
contributed a naval ae pects as the Virginia State Boats (later the Virginia 
Navy of the Revolution)‘"*’, Captain John contributed his services and those of 
his ships throughout the wer. He sailed from Evronean ports but more often bee 
tween the "est Indies (St Fustat/us) and Virginia carrying cargo for trade and 
ammunition for the troops, and nreving uocn the Enslich shiping. The service 
of the privateers was extremely hazardeus; the ships vere dependent upon speed 
and skill in order to out manouver the more heavily armed British vessels, 
Officers were given ap,ropriate rank ‘in the Arer‘.can fc:ces and officers and men 
were entitled to pay, eptain Sinclair -. Meither requested nor received ree 
numeration for his services", Fer this reason he was never listed on the pay 
rolls and since none of his heirs applied for pension claims in 1830-36 his name 
is missing from a number of the official listin,s of officers of the Revolution. 
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of his activities in the War include: 


Williamsburg, May 1, 1776 

"T> Captain James Barron 

"Same (payment) to same (for suppt of his Co., arms, supplies 

etc.) for use John Sinclair for 3 (pounds) for a musquet to Captain 
Arthur Smith's Compty".(17), This was dovbiJ.ess in connection with 
the actions of the Committee of Safety of Isle of Wight aye perhaps 
connected with the capture of the notoricus Goodriches 16), 


Sept, 1 entered Low er district of James River "Schooner St. 
Andrew, John Sinclair from New York with 13 tierces of loaf sugar, 
2 hogsheads of molasses 3 barrels of vinegar, 1 barrel of flour, 
and 8 hogsheads of runt ( y 


Stewart in his Roster of the Virginia Navy of the Revolution lists 
Captain John Sinclair as in command of the Nicholson in 1777. 


On April 10, 1777 Van Bibber of the firm of Van Bibber and Harrison 
wrote from the Island of St. EBustatia, "The Little Boat Nicholson, 
Captain John Saintelare arrived yesterday with 13 casks Idigo". 


On April 21st of the same year Van Bibtber wrote to Aylett: 

"There is just arrived here the Captain and crew of a very fine 
schooner that Sailed fram here about Two Hours before Captain 
Saintelare (Sinclair) and was bound for Newfoundland But Captain 
Saintclare over Hauled him that night and altered the Schooners 
voyage to Virginia and landed such of his crew (as did not chuse 
to go to Virginia) on the Island of Saba. I am told Captain 
Sinclares Prize had on board 800 Joes in Specie 100 hhds of Rum & 
2h of Sugar - I do sincerely wish Saintclare and his Prize may arrive 
safe, He appears to me to be the most deserving Cleaver young 
fellow that I have seen and a very striking Contrast between him 
and Ralls.* Saintelare on his arrival here proposed to me to take 
his Cargoe & give him his return in goods intended for homewards 
Cargoe & that he & his Vessel & Crew should be ready to Sail that 
same day & he did Sail within 30 hours after his Arrival here, & 
with the least trouble & noise I ever noticed & had his Prize in 
Possession in four hours afterwards," 


tPardon me for Entertaining you with my Remarks and oppinions 
of your Officers," 


Ralls in an unsuccessful attempt to take prizes at sea after sailing 
from St, Eustatius gave testimony most embarassing to Van Bibber, 
See Stewart's History of Virginia's ilavy of the Revolution, p 27 ot sede 
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I speak Impartially and only wish you to know those that are 
worthy of your Esteme" 


5, The Virginia Gazette, Nay 9, 1777 velates: 
"Captain John Sinci-ir on his passage from St, Eustatia took a 
sdiooner with 123 hogshead of rum, @ BES of sugar, and a ditto 
of coffee sent her into North Carolina\~"/," 


6, Also from the Virginia Gazette liay 19, 1777 (23) 
nCapt, Pinclair with now just arrived with small arms, dry gocds, etc. 
from France with a gentlemen come and (25) passenger with him, 
some years in London but lately th:ught it orudent to come with 
dispatches from cur avbassador and the Coury of France te the Hon, 
of the Gongress of the United Stetes, Yaptain Sinclair on his 
_ «passage took a schooner from the Grenades with 123 hhds of rum, 
2° do, of molasses, and 30 barrels of coffee which he parted with 
off the Coast of North Carolina and makes no doubt she is arrived 
by this time in a safe port in that state as they had fair wind"(23) 


7% A notice in the Virginia Gazette of the same date reads: tafter 
her cargo consisting of 121 hhds of Grenada Rum, me hhd and 1 
barrels of good coffee and two barrels cf excellent misco and sugars 
An inventory of the sails, rigging, etc may be seen by applying 
to Captain Kenon - - - - - - to Capt Sinclair at Hampton by whom 
she was taken in the Nicholas (son?) Armed vessel belonging to this 
state or to the subscriber in the city.- 

(Signed) Ben Pow ell, Marshall" 


During this period the former colonies were no longer able to continue 
their trade with the British West Indies but must depend upon the Dutch and 
French islands, Van Bibber and Harrison, originally from Maryland, established 
in Martinique ad St, Bustatia, By June, 1779 when Jefferson succeeded. 

Patrick Henry as Governor the Virginia boats had been so harassed that he 

wrote to John Jay, "Our trade has a never been so distressed since the time of 
Lord Dunmore as it is at present by a parcel of trifling privateers under the 
countenance of two re three larger vessels who keep our little naval force from 
doing mything." 2h Perhaps Captain John's ships were kept more closely at 
home, perhaps his activities were less publicized, His earlier successes in 
capturing prizes from the enemy may have continued for he never placed himself 
on the officer's payroll. Captain Sinclair evidently preferred teoegrk as 
independently as possible, So successful was he that Capt, Ralls tried most 
disastrously to follow his example and although Virginia's ow State vessels 
sent to France for supplies in 1777 were not dispatched for their return trip 
until October 17¢H Captain Sinclair brought in sup lies from France in 

Nay of that year 3 cs 
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Further evidence of Captain Pinelair's contributions to the cause of the 
Revolutio is in the statement by Commodore James Barron that only the Liberty 
and the Nicholson of all gf Virginia's ships vere not taken by the enemy before 
the seige of Yorktown. 27) Just prior to the Battle of Yorktown when the 
British Fleet was in the Bay these two vessels were ay "in a deep hole in 
the Nansenend River" to conceal them from the enemy. 2?) When the French Fleet 
arrived the two ships were floated and used to transport provisions; on this 
occasion the Nicholson was umer $8 comand of Lieutenant William Han who "was 
a favorite of Commodore Barron", ) he several references to the iJicholson 
(a schooner) list no other captain put, according to Stewart's Roster she was 
also commanded at various times in the later years of the War by Lisa enante 
Speake, Mercer, Jennings, and Steele and by Sailing Master Dawsey, 29 


In September, 1780 it became necessary for Jefferson to provide a transe 
port or convoy for Chevalier D!Anmours, the French consul; since the State 
ves els were at sea the Nicholson was commissioned for this service; under 
command of Lt. Wanage Steele she sailed to meet the French dignatary at Cape 
Henry Sept. 15th. O) after the seige at Yorktown the Nicholson, commanded by 
Lt, Jennings, was captured by a British frigate “with woodwork cunningly painted 
French style and masthead flying French colors."(32 


Just prior to the Battle of Yorktown, when the plight of the Americans seemed 
desperate indeed, Captain Sinclair was commissioned by La Foyenig to carry 
dispatches to the French Fleet then lying off of Rhode Island. ) These he 
delivered safely after eluding the enemy vessels; one report of this incident 
states that he also delivered ammunition loaded at Havana to Count de Grasse 
Nto enable him to cooperate with the Americans. This account given by his 
grand daughter, Elizabeth Sinclair Parker Jones, also says, ''He was hailed on 
his return trip by a British cruiser, and his quick and cool reply that BS 
was ' a sup ‘ly ship" disarmed suspicion and he was allowed to proceed, "6 
She adds that he made t is voyage in his own vessel the Little ilollie. 

Frances Sinclair Curtis, great grand daughter of Captain Sinclair, gives a 
slightly different versio: "On Captain Sinclair's return his cargo was une 
Joaded into small boats; his men rowed in the darkness of the night with muffled 
oars through British lines and finally the powder was delivered to the American 
Forces." ( 3) According to Frances Curtis it was on the Little Hollie that 
Captain Sinclair piloted the French Fleet into the York River, 


fein French Fleet under Count de Grasse arrived off the Vapes August 31st, 
1781. ) According to family tradition it was Captain Sinclair in the Little 
Mollic who brought the French Fleet into the York and a sword presented to him 
py Count de Grasse was given in appreciation of this service yet Stewart says: 


"On September 2 came the long wished for and expected tidings that the 
Gount de Grasse with a powerful armament of 28 ships of the line, six frigates, 
and 3000 land forces, after pushing aside an attempt to engage him at sea, had 
cast anchor close to Cape Henry, And this time pilots launched out with out fear 
of deception, William Jennings, under instructions from Capt, Richard Barron, 
took charge of the iiorthumberland, which along with the other French vessels 
numbering thirty sail (according to Vapt, Pasteur), all capably piloted, was 
ves in safety from the Vape to York Spit ato ut twenty miles below York Town." 
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In Stewart's Roster information re Frencis Hobday of pu cucee ana Co,., Pilot, 
is given: "Piloted the French Fleet into York River - ~ ~ -" s Indeed 
Captain Sinclair may have been one of these pilots but it is more likely that, 
bearing dispatches from La Fayette who was stationed near (39 jond and not in 
close communication with the besieged patriots at Yorktown Dhe slip .ed through 
the British vessels in the Little Mollie, rendezvoused with the French Preet off 
Rhode Island, delivered his dispatches, and piloted the flagship of the Fleet 
down the coast, into the Chesapeake, and thence to the York. The sword given 
to Captain Sinclair by Count de Grasse has descended through five generations to 
James Clay Sinclair and was placed by him in the Symes-Eaton Museum in Hampton. 


General William Teliaferro of Gloucester always referred to John Sinclair 
as "Commodore Sinclair't saying that he was in command of a fleet of his own 
vessels which he used in the service of his countrys 2) The names of some of 
the ships are unknown but there were the Nicholson, the Molly, the St. Andrew 
and no doubt others, John's brothers-in-~law, Capt, John Pasteur and Lt, Edward 
Lattimore (Lattirer) worked with him as did no doubt his younger brother Tome 
The Barrons, Cunninghams, lierediths, Parkers and other noted seamen of Smithfield 
and Hampton apyear to have been his close associates, In 1787 following the 
death of James Barron, Commander of the State Boats, Gol, Josiah Parker (older 
brother of Copeland Parker) recommended Captain Sinclair for the post and 
described him as "Formerly a Capt, in the State Navy, and among the first who 
took prizes from our adversaries, who was also successful by his Privateers, 
and received the particular confidence of the Narquis de la Fayette, and was 
charged with dispatches with him to the French Fleet at Rhode Island on a 
particular occasio, well known to all those deeply interested in the late war(38) 
Tf Captain Sinclair was considered favorably by the Naval Board he refused the 
approntment. Perhaps he refused the command of the United States Navy also; 
Frances Sinclair Curtis wrote: "After the war General ‘ ashington at the recome= 
mendation of John Marshall ofiered Captain Sinclair the com and fe sii Navy but 
he refused, preferring to live the life of a country gentleman,"(33 


At the close of the War Captain Dinclair was living on his farm, Berry 
Hill, in Isle of Wight County, Some of the ori:inal buildinge are still 
standing on the large acreage now owned by the DeShield family, The Stay 
census of 1782 lists him as head of a family with "White 9, Black 32," 37) Hs 
family included his wife, Anne Hlizabeth, who died about 1787; his daughters 
Margaret (deceased in infancy or early childhood), Mary (Polly), and Elizabeth 
(Ame Elizabeth and sometimes aie anne or Nancy); his sons fom and William 
(who was drowed whee a child)(2); and his nephews Janes and John Lattimer, Of 
the latter Stewart\‘Grecounts that upon the death of Edward Lattimer whose wife 
was Margaret Sinclair these two sons were brought up by their uncle, her 
brother, (James died at sea near St. Sustatius wimarried, and John was living 
in Smithfield in 1630, Margaret Sinclair Lattimer married Col, James Bridger 
of Isle of Wight ve died August 13, 1782 leaving a bequest to his son Thomas 
Sinclair Bridger, ) 
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Between the close of the War and 1796 Captain Sinclair, though continuing 
his shipving interests, busied hivself with development of his property and 
the interests of his family and neighbors, In 1792 he was avthorized to build 
a toll-bridge over Pagan Creek at Smithfield: "It shall. be lewfvl for the said 
John Sinclair, his heirs and assigns, to deand and receive the following tolls 
or rates for the passage of any person or thing over the said bridge, that is to 
Say: The price for aman five cents, and for a horse the same; for Str ponte 
chariot, or waggon and the driver thereof, the same as for six horgpa! 2 dete, 
During this period he received a legacy froma friend John Barlowe (nature 
un:now) and served as Sepprivys executor 25 ap raiser for Ot gills or 
estates of James Bridger: hy » John Taylor! > Lewis Hansford (46 » Anthony Degge (4? 
and Mathew Cutchin » 211 of Isle of Wight County, 

July 23, 1791 Captain Sinclair uae peice for the secmd time to Mary (egkie 
Tanson (J'Anson) of Gloucester County; h che was the widow oh pow Tanson 
and the daughter of Andrew Mackie of "Sherwood in Gloucester, 3 Mary and Thomas 
Tanson had three children, Ar ald, Richard, and Elizcbeth, the youngest a 
posthumous child aye six weexs old at the time of her mother's marriage to 
Captain Sinclair, Mary i.8 said to have provested a such haste but to have 
been told by her housekeeper that Caota,n Sinclair had made up his mind and she 
might as well give up and marry him} Mary later reluted that on the night of her 
marriage her first husband came to her room and held his hands over the baby!s 
cradle, The Iansons were closely associated with the Sinclair family; Archibald 
died when living at Greenway (a pa rt of the Hadkie estate bought by Yaptain 
Sinclair and the place was bought by Richard Page, to be returned to the 
Sinclairs later by purchase of Jefferson Sinclair, II, In Four Point iarsh 
(now a part of Bay Cottage and the only portion of Vaptain John's estate 
continuously in possession of his descendents) is a small inlet known to all 
local watermen as Iansms Bay, 


In 1794 there occurred the "Unicorn Incident" of which a lenghty aecount is 
given in the letters and reports of U, K, Taylor, Alexander Campbell, Copeland 
Parker, OD, ii, Randolph, John Marshall, James Wills, and George Benn printed in 
the Calender of Virginia Papers, Volume 7 (available in the State Library, 
Library of the Virginia Historical Society, and the Alderman Library of the 
University of Virginia, also in typed and photostatic copy with the author), 

This incident in woich Capt, John vas accused by the British Consul of out- 
fitting the ship Unicorn as a privateer to srey upon British trade ai sea re= 
sulted in the elopement and consequent estranyement of Capt. John's dauchter 
Elizabeth, Copeland Parker, then Surveyor in Smithfield, woote to William 
lindsay, Collector at Norfolk, concerniny the Unicorn as follows: "She now appears 
to be fitting for an armed vessel, having a sl ight waist run up, with eleven 
port holes of a side, She is unier the direction of ir, John *irclair, a 

native of this country who has expatriated himself by law and calis himself a 
citizen of France,* - - What may be Vr, Sinclair's intentions I do not knou, but 
it is generally said she is to yo to sea well armed and well manned with citizens 
of the United States, It is thought by some, that she has been commissioned by 


#I have found no evidence that Captain Sinclair ever gave up his American 
Citizenship - The Author 
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Admiral Vanstable, by others that she is to go to a French port, ay there obtain 
& commission to act against the enemies of the French Republic, "(ol Copeland 
Parker, when consulted by Major Taylor who was sent to Smithfield to investigate," 
alledged that the ship was equipoing for the purpose of privateering, and in- 
formed me fran the bold and enterprising dispositim of inclair as well as from 
the expense he hag pournedy a passive relinquishment of the object was scarcely 
to be expected," 2 it apvears that lir, Parker, at that time a suitor for the 
hand of Elizabeth Sinclair was somewhat overzealous and singularly unwise in 
furthering his ow interests, Samuel Butler, investicating for the Governor con- 
sulted the Colo, Commandant James Wells (Wills) of Suithfield on July 15th, He 
wrote the Governor relative to the natter: 


"Col, Wells told me there had been such @ report, and in consequence 
thereof he had endeavored to obtain every possible information Concerning it but 
that he had not been able to establish the fact, nor did he believe it was the 
intention of Mr, “inclair or any one concerned in the ship, to fit her out for 
the above purpose," 


"After making the fullest inquiry of every disinterested person from whom 
T could expect to receive the smallest information, and having strictly examined 
the ship --~..-... » I waited on Hr, Sinclair, and interrogated him respecting 
the matier, 5 solemly declared to me that the Ship was not intended for a 
privateer, (53 


Notwithstanding the dubious evidence Mfajor Taylor in company with the 
United States Marshal, D, 1,, Randolph, repaired to Smithfield on July 19th te 
take possession of the s ip which was duly done; however so reluctant were the 
local militia under Col, Wills and Najor George Benn to assist in the matter 
and So great was the consternation of Mr, Randolph and Major Taylor that they 
dispatched letters in great haste to the Governor, fearing that they waild be 
unable to withstand any atteck which Capt. Sinclair might make and believing him 
prepared to do so, Captain Sinclair later averred that it was never his inten= 
tim to resist seizure of the ship but only to protect his home from unwarranted 
search and seizure. In fact Mr, Randolph wrote in his letter to the Governors 
"I have received a formal warning from Sinclair, to wit, that if 500 nen attempt 
to search PaF house & his life shall be the forfeit, he will put the first man 
to death, "(54) Similarly Major Taylor wrote, "I have furtaer to add, that we 
are informed from sources too respectable to afford roon for doubt, that in a 
house contiguous, a number of cannon, muskets, and balls, and a conSiderable 
quahtity of powder are deposited, The house, Captein Sinclair has informed us, 
he will lose his lite defending,"(5>) hiajor Taylor and Narstal1 Randolph had 
not been instructed to search the house but requested further direction in the 
matter and also armed reinforcements, A revenue cutter was dispatened from 
Norfolk and ilorfolk militia vere sent on her to Smithfield, Later General 
John Harshall at the head of a troop of Richmond cavalry arrived under orders 
from the Governor, Of the matter he wrote to the Chief Executive: 


"Immediately on my arz ival, the harshal made a peaceable request on 
Captain Yinclair to allow his house to be searched foR jms suposed to be 
Contained in it, which he did not hesitate to permit . 


ata 


The search disclosed cannon, ball, and powder and these with the Unicorn 
were conveyed by the revenue cutter to Bermuda Hundred, John Narshall added: 
"Captain Sinclair declares that he never designed to violate the laws; that the 
arms found in the house were not intended for the Unicorn but were purchased 
for a gentlanan to the Southward; that the ball will not fit the cannon, and 
that though she was originally designed for a privateer, the intention was 
changed as soon as the Act of Congress prohibiting vessels to be armed in our 
ports was known; in proof of which he says that a cargo is ney greased for her, 
These, however are subjects proper to be discussed in court"! 8 . 


The case came to court in Williamsburg and the charges were dismissed, 
but the injury which Yaptain Sinclair felt had been done by Copeland Parker 
was never forgiven. Relative to iir, Parker John Marshall wrote: 


"I am sorry to say that the Surveyor of the Post, who is considered here 
as the informer, seems to entertain great Cpr fem some of those who 
considered themsleves as interested in this business" S. 


Copeland Parker, to become in 1796 the son-in-law of Captain Sinclair, 
was already, though s he was but fourteen, paying Elizabeth {83 lair his 
addresses having been attracted to her in her eleventh year! In his journal 
Hr, varker wrote: "I spoke to her father on the subject who readily gave his 
approbation, but before the time had been fixed for the ceremony I caused his 
ship to be Sepzea for a breach of the revenue laws, for which he never after 
forgave me," 0 Although he was forbidden the house Elizabeth wasnot to be 
gainsaid and “after numerous entreaties to her father for his consent, which 
was as often refused" Elizabeth left her father's house and in a building on ERS 
North Caroline-Virginia line they were married at midnight January 25, 1796. 
At the time of the elopement Captain Sinclair was enroute to the West Indies 
but as he went out the Capes he had a premonition that something was wrong at 
home, so he brought his ship about and set sail for Smithfield, Elizabeth, 
meanwhile, had the assistance and sympathy of a kinsvoman at ¥Bsye home the two 
young people continued to meet after her father's prohibitim and also of 
her stepemother whose "silk pelisse" she wore for her elopement and marriages (2) 
Captain “inclair never forgave his daughter or her husbend nor did he recognize 
tueir children in his will except with the traditional "one dollar to be dH gged 
among them, as a full share of what I ever intended to give their hother," 
Oddly enough iir, Parker though fully cognizant of the determined nature of Captain 
Sinclair held hig vite (Mary Sinclair) entirely responsible for Captain Sinclair's 
relentlessness, Since Elizabeth had received no dowry as was then customary 
Copeland Parker was alarmed at his need for means "to provide for a woman who 
had always lived gently in her ane Naat who had never known the fatigue 
of labor, or the want of delicacies,"(65) Elizabeth and Copeland Parker lived in 
affection and happiness for eleven years when she died in childbirth leaving 
three daughters and one son, fhat Elizabeth cherished her Sinclair heritage is 
evident from the way in which her descendents have commenorated their maternal 
lineage, Heb oldest daughter Elizabeth Sinclair Parker Jones was 4 charter 
member of the Daughters of the Revolution md her children have cherished the 
Sinclair name and have established a menorial to it in the Pocahontas Bell and 
to Elizabeth Sinclair and Coneland Parker in the alter of St, Luke's Church in 
Smithfield, 
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Shortly after Elizabeth's marriage Captain John Yinclair built Lands End 
on the Severn River in Gloucester and moved his family to the new home, 
Andrew Mackie, father of hary lackie Ianson °inelair owned a large estate in 
Robints Meck and resided at Sherwood, after his deata the estate of 2000 acres 
was divided (1792) and his daughter liary received 160 acres,(3) By 1795 
Captain Pinelair had increased this to 1280 and by 1798 to 1yhO all presumably 
in Robin's Neck, Lends End was built on tie lower portion of the property and 
it was not until some years later that John Sinclair acquired Sherwood, the 
original Mackie home, * sketched plot and brief description of Lands End is 
included in the insurance records photostated a 6ehe book Records of Colonial 
Gloucester County Virginia by Polly Cary liason,\%’? The plat erroneously 
Yabeled "Clover Fields" and dated 1815 describes « dwelling house, kitchen, 
laundry and barn, fhe house is still standing and is in fair condition though 
not in use; the kitchen vas razed in the 1930's, 


When Captain John moved to Gloucester he was about |)1 years of age; he 
brouzht with him the Tanson children, his daughter very Jones and his son Tom, 
also a small daughter Caroline and an infant son John born in 1796, The two 
younger children were of the second .arriage and there were to be two more = 
Jefferson Bonaparte (born 1800) and Martha vary John, This large household was 
sup lemented by numerous dependents and employers bla ck and white, VYaptain 
Sinelair continued his shipping interests wt also developed his farm land, He 
was an Episcopalian and attended Abingdon Vhurch, His association with Isle of 
Wight County and Smithfield vecame less close, although he continued to own 
property in Isle of Wight which he willed to his daughter lary Jones, this 
daughter, togyn in the family as "Aunt Polly" went with her brother Tom to 
tississippi 2), For many years she corresponded with family but after the war 
between the States no news was received from her, Tom's dau nter Margaret was 
mentippgd in Captain John's will but her fatier was said to be deceased in 
1815. 


The four younger children and Captain John's seconu wife were all living 
at the time of his death and his estate was divided among them with bequests also 
to iss Polly Baker, and employee anc valued member of the household, who was 
in charge of the weaving roams, and to Polly Fones, his housekeeper (revoked by 
codicil added in 1817). 


Caroline the eldest oi the second set of children, was married to Lary Jones; 
they lived first at Bay Cattage puilt on the eastern tip of Lamds End; after 
Captain John's death they moved to Lands End. (‘he ball room was added in the 
interests of their seven beautiful deughters) fea) later still to Hamoton. 
Caroline was first eng ged to a Captain glliot’’’. He sailed from Old Point 
by naval vessel to meet his pride intending to return with her by the same ship. 
When he was anchored off Lands nd a servant in a sriall boat brought hin a 
‘etter from Caroline saying that she would not marry him. He was very angry and 
greatly humiliated, when on his return to Old Point, his ship was greeted with 
a volley of puns in the traditional salute to the bride, “ater when Caroline 
wished to marry Cary Jones her father refused to give her away saying "I have 
given her to one man, Sir I shall never give her to another", From Caroline are 
descended the Colliers, the Happs, the Floyds, the Englishes and(Mrs) Margaret 
dones Hooper, 


ell - 


The youngar deughter, Mary, married Alexander Jones, a brother of Cary; 
their daughter Elva married Dr, Cooper, who was a surgeon of the U. &, Amy 
in the war between the States, Their daughter Georgia died without issue, 


The son John Sinclair married first margaret Munford and second Lucy Baytop. 


Jefferson married Georgianna Uray, The descendents of these two sons are 
nunerous toth in Gloucester and in Hampton, Virginia and also in Arkansas and 
other states, 


Captain John Sinclair was a man of determination, integrity, and entere 
prize. We was successful in his ventures Yoth on land and sea; he was une 
doubtedly a man of charm and distinction, It is said that Ann Wilson was 
first attended by Capt, John's first mate (John Pasteur, perhaps, who later 
married her sister Honour Wilson) and that on challenge Capt. John received 
his permission to supplant him in her affections if he couldy(2) Daring in 
love and in war and successful in both Captain “inclair amassed a fortune and 
a@ reputation which he hoped to bequeathe to his children, The Fifteenth Psalm 
was a favorite of his and it was his ex.ressed wish that all of his Opa) 
might employ it as their guide and abide by it in ali their dealings. 


PSALM 15 


Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill? 

2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
and speaketh the truth in his heart, 

3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil 
to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against 
his neighbour, 

4 In whose eyes a vile person is condemyed; but he 
honoureth them that fear the Lord, He that sweareth 
to his own hurt, and changeth not, 

5 He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh 
revard against the innocent, He tha t doeth these 
things shall never be moved, 


1. 


19, 
206 
21, 
22, 


REP /RENCES 


Wotes in the files of Georgiana Wray "inclair (188921952) thought 

to have been assembled in pa rt from the recollections of her mother 
Indianna Lowray Sinclair Sinclair and Wary Sinclair Taliaferro 

through her descendent Caroline Ander.on, 

Recollections of Indianna Lowery Si-clair Sinclair (irs, James Sinclair) 
as told to her by her grandmother, Georgianna Wray inclair wife of 
Capt, John's son Jefferson, and related to the author in 1955 at the 
age of 90 years, 


Stubbs, Dr, & Mrs, William Carter, A History of Tyo Virginia Faniles, 
New Orleans, La,, p, 1:9 


Va, Gazette, Lay 6, 1768, p. 2, colum 3 
Ibid., Nar. 23, p. 3, colum 1 


Media Research Bureau, The Name and Family of Pinclair, unpublished 
manuscript in files of firs. James inclair 


Darling, (Iirs,) Flora Adams, Memories of Virginia, A souvenir of 
Founding Days, 1607 » 1907, p. 73 


Virginia Gazette, Dec., 5, 1751, Pe 4, colum 1; Sept, 19, 1755, 
P. 3, colum 1 


Ibid,, ilov. 10, 1752, p, 2, colum 2 


Chapman, Bertha Adams, Wills aod Administrations of Isle of Might 
County, Va, 1647 ~ 1800 aa: 


Ibid, 
Thid., p. 157 


Stewart, Robert Armistead, History of Virginia's Navy of the 
Revolution, lNitchell and Hotehkis 


, Kichmond, 193, p, 238 et al 
Thid., p. 17 
Tbid., ps 6-9 
American Nonthly Magazine V. 8: p, 353, tarch 1896 
Calendar of Virginia Papers, Vol. 8: p. 176 
Stewart; Opens Cit, pe 6 
Virginia Gazette, Sept, 15, 1775, p. 3, column 3, 
Stewart, Opens Cit., p, 2h 
Toid., pp. 2h ~ 25 
Virginia Gazette, Kay 9, 1777 


=~ 26 


Virginia Gazette, May 19, 1777 
Stewart, Opens Cit.,, p. 80 
Thide, Pe 27 et seqe 

Toid., pe 43 


Papers of |, ”, Palmer, notes in Palmer's handwriting, Library 
of Virginia Historical Society 


Stewart, Opens Cit., p, 195 

Ibide, pps 179 ~- 2h9 

Toid., po. 89 = 90 

Thidss pi 90 

Calendar of Virginia Papers, Vol, 4, pr» 292 - 293 

Curtis, Frances Sinclair, manuscript in the files of ‘irs, James Sinclair 
Calenday of Virginia Papers, vol, 2, ps 379 

Stewart, Opens Cit., pe 106 

Thidey De 202 

Ibid,, pe 97 

Claendar of Virginia Papers Vol. 4 

Heads of Families at the First Census 1790 (records of the State 
Unumerations, 1782 - 1785 - Virginia), Government Printing Uffice 
1908, pe 31 

Stewart, Opens Cit., pe 22h 

Chapman, Opens Cit., pe 10k 

Hening's Statutes at Large, Vol. 13, pp, 566 = S67 

Chapman, Opens Cit., pe 100 

Obide, Pe lok 

Toide, dD. 125 

Tbid., 9. 127 

Ibid, 

Tbid., pe 153 


Ves 


Ove 


fyler's titcrzry ane at: oricas jo es4ine, Vol, 7, 8 
Uheoman, Upens vit. ». 127. 

Velcndar of Virvinir 2- vs, Vol. 7, o #14 

Ipid, ». 240. 

Tbdidg., ye 215, 

Tbia., 9. si8 - oi, 

IDIG Nos eC, 


Tbid., p. vcd. 


Tbic., fan 


URS en Hay 


Parkor, vor 
sG jt3naterinpt in the - 


Thid. 
Toie., ne 4. 
PIS A ae eo 


dis 1 ill and fectsa me in vse 


14 116. 


tend,» saeily secistcr (ne Journal), an rinu- 
ers Ol ne. JouweS inclair, ~. 2. 


= ts 


ve 2 ‘ 
OH Se Wiens inel ir onc r cord ld in cloucesvu.r younvy lol. 


s£0u, s0lly cory, seeorcs oi Volonial done ster Vounty, 


V2., Bemert & ts, Vo., 1946, Vol. 2, >. 26. 


